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Today, the world is facing an unprecedented economic crisis induced by COVID-19 pandemic. It is evident from the immediate lock-
downs, ban on international and national travels, efforts to improve health infrastructure, practice of physical or social distancing etc. by
the countries across the world to curtail the effects of the pandemic and thereafter the unlocks in different phases to restart the economic

activities slowly. It could be a deep and widespread issue if viewed through the lens of migration.

As per the estimated numbers, Indian international migrants or diaspora is constituted more than 31.2 million (MEA, 2017) across the
world. It is mainly constituted as Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) & Non-resident Indians (NRIs). These migrants’ groups are geograph-
ically spread in more than 206 countries. Moreover, recent estimation made by the UN-DESA reports (2019) says that India has the larg-
est diaspora or international migrants (17.5 million or 6.4 percent of the total global migrants’ population) living abroad followed by Mex-
ico, and China. On the other side, India has also large numbers of circular or seasonal or temporary internal migrants which constitute
more than 10 million population. Out of the total population, 37 percent (Census of India, 2011) of the total population belong to the inter-
nal migrants which have many folds higher than the international migrants. The larger proportion of them belonged to an unskilled or
semi-skilled population who are mainly engaged in the various urban informal activities in cities like Mumbai, Delhi, Ahmedabad, Banga-
lore, Surat, etc. It is clear from the works of various scholars that migrants, both internal and international, have done positively a lot in

destinations and places of origin in India as well as abroad.

Almost all the countries of the world (developed, developing and under developing countries) have been severely affected by the Corona-
virus. The impacts of COVID-19 pandemic have much larger on the world economy and almost all the countries have a significant in-
crease in the share of GDP to save the life & livelihood of their citizens. The Government of India has taken various steps to mitigate the
difficulties emerged with COVID-19 pandemic and to assure the safety & security and livelihood of many Indians in general and particu-
lar to migrants living in India and abroad, such as Vande Bharat Mission (MEA,Gol) & Aatma Nirbhar Bharat or Self-reliant India.

The different types of migrant groups within the country and across the globe have been affected by this unforeseen worldwide pandemic
and impact could be seen easily as closing the borders, declining flow of remittances, mass reverse migration, burden on health facility,
closed industries & services and so on. Therefore, different migrants groups have been disproportionately affected by the COVID-19 Pan-
demic within national & international borders. It has many short and long-term impacts on world migrants’ population and on India too
because of larger number of migrants across different geographical spaces. The short & long term impacts of COVID-19 pandemic on dif-
ferent migrant groups would be varying across the countries. Keeping in view the issues of migration, policy measures and administrative
framework have been initiated by the countries across the world. If this pandemic remains to continue and there is no clear-cut sign of the

developing vaccine, the situation will become more uncertain.

In this above background, this International Webinar with the help of different academic panellists drawn from various reputed national &
international migration/diaspora studies would share their academic expertise, existing information, causes, associated challenges, pro-

spects and will explore the possible future strategies, plans, policy recommendations to provide safe, orderly & regular migration.
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Session Sub-themes of Webinar (Tentative)

Last Date of Registration

o Migration & Pandemics: Historical and Current Scenario
e The impact of COVID-19 Pandemics on Global Migration, Re- an S eptembel/' 2 02 0

mittances and Economy
o Brain Drain/Brian Gain and Reverse Migration during and Post

COVID-19 pandemics . .
o Migration, Urbanization, and Marginalized groups during and N o Reg iIstration F ee

post COVID-19: A Way Forward
e Migration & Diaspora Management during COVID-19: Best

Practices Mode of Conduct:

o Migration Policies, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Microsoft Team/
YouTube/

Facebook Live Streaming

Managing the Future Human Mobility
o Contribution of Diasporas communities during COVID-19 pan-

demics at Origins and Destinations.

E-Certificate will be provided to registered participants only. Presence of participants
in at least four sessions and submission of the feedback forms will be considered for

E-Certificates.

Target Group: Research Students, Young Scientists, Faculty Members, and Independent Schol-
ars who are associated with or working on various aspects of Immigrants, Migration, and Dias-

pora from Social Sciences & Humanities.

For More Information, Contact to:

Dr. Naresh Kumar Asst. Professor, (Webinar Convener & Coordinator),

Centre for Diaspora Studies, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar (India).
Email Id: webinarcds2020@gmail.com .

For more updates about the webinar, kindly follow our university website www.cug.ac.in

For Registration, Scan the | https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1IFAIpQLSfYjYQIZOevtXDimNDqfzugu TfZztPbY24x5l-
QR Code or Click the Link gGKJCS]lRO/VlveOFm?US[):DD url

For Live Streaming
i1 O §p

Registered Participants will be informed about the full schedule of the Webinar after Sth September 2020
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